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When a senior aide to Gov. John Bel Edwards was 
fired over sexual harassment allegations, Attorney 
General Jeff Landry wasn’t shy about criticizing the 
governor.

The hard-charging Republican attorney general, 
who seldom passes up a chance to pick a fight with 
the Democratic governor, promised he would take a 
hard-line stance, including firing employees, if some-
thing similar ever happened in his office.

Well, it looks like something similar has happened 
in Landry’s office. The head of his Criminal Division, 
Pat Magee, allegedly “engaged in inappropriate ver-
bal conversations” that included sexual slang and 
“unprofessional comments regarding the appearance 
of employees,” Landry’s office now admits.

Landry fashions himself as the state’s top lawman, 
but apparently his gumshoe instincts deserted him 
when there were sexual harassment allegations right 
under his nose.

But the attorney general has faced the crisis with 
his customary combativeness.

Not against Magee, the man who is accused of ha-
rassing civil servants in the Attorney General’s Of-
fice. Magee quietly returned to work last month.

Landry is going after Andrea Gallo, the reporter for 
The Advocate and The Times-Picayune who has been 
probing the whole sordid matter.

Gallo filed a public records request for the com-
plaint against Magee and other documents related to 
the attorney general’s investigation of his allegedly 
misbehaving subordinate.

The attorney general denied her request in January, 
saying the matter was still being investigated. But 
when Gallo called the office and asked for Magee, she 
found he was at work.

Why was he back at his desk if the matter was still 
being investigated? The attorney general then admit-
ted that the probe had indeed been concluded and Ma-
gee had been docked 38 days’ pay, or about $20,000.

But Landry’s office never released all of the records 
Gallo requested, and Friday he tried a novel legal 
approach to keep the details of the scandal secret — 
probably forever.

He filed suit against Gallo, asking a judge to issue a 
declaratory judgment denying her request and to seal 
the lawsuit itself.

Louisiana’s public records laws give all citizens, not 
just journalists, the right to seek documents from the 
governments their tax dollars support. Lots of people 
take advantage of the law: activists fighting pollution, 
bidders who feel they were cheated out of govern-
ment contracts, victims of false prosecutions.

It’s not a violation to ask for public records. It’s a 
fundamental right found in Article 12, Section 3 of the 
Louisiana Constitution.

So we can’t sit by when an elected official uses 
taxpayer money to sue a private citizen for seeking 
records about a potentially embarrassing scandal in 
his office.

We will fight until the truth comes out.
That’s a promise to our readers, to all of Louisiana, 

and to Jeff Landry.

Landry suit won’t stop  
search for the truth
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I learned my lesson last year 
when freedom-loving patriots 
came down on me like a ton of 
bricks.

They took offense over a column 
suggesting that only a “jackass” 
would parade around public 
accommodations without a 
mask in the middle of a pan-
demic.

The response was a real 
eye-opener. Who knew there 
were that many jackasses 
out there? They bear much 
responsibility for the clamp-
down ordered by New Or-
leans Mayor LaToya Cantrell 
this Mardi Gras season

Some of those who protested 
at the column quoted no less an 
authority than Dr. Anthony Fauci 
in support of the contention that 
masks did no good. But they must 
have known that his remarks were 
way out of date, having been made 
soon after the coronavirus made 
its first appearance in this country.

It did not take long for Fauci and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to conclude that 
it was indeed spread by exhaled 
droplets and aerosols, and that 
masks would prevent sickness and 

death.
Certainly, that truth is now uni-

versally acknowledged. Jackasses 
from all over have nevertheless 
descended in droves on the French 
Quarter whenever there was a 

pretext to whoop it up.
Until now, Cantrell’s 

response has been to tut-
tut and wag her finger but 
bare-faced revelers never 
heeded pleas to maintain 
social distance. With Mar-
di Gras just around the 
corner, and new strains of 
the coronavirus appear-
ing, she has decided to 

get serious. Real serious.
All the bars will be closed, and 

the city’s most happening streets 
sealed off. There will be no take-
out booze or street entertainment.

Cops will be out in force to move 
loiterers on. New Orleans this 
Carnival season will be a ghost 
town, which is fair enough when 
the alternative is to be a city of the 
dead.

Those who have refused to take 
the precautions that all the sci-
entists have urged on us have no 
right to resent Cantrell’s decision 
to close the city down. It was obvi-

ous at Friday’s press conference 
that she felt she had no choice 
and was at the end of her tether. 
She called the antics of French 
Quarter crowds “unacceptable,” 
because a mayor cannot call her 
constituents jackasses.

Masks will never sit well with 
plenty of our readers, regardless 
of whether they work. A mask re-
quirement, they say, infringes on 
their rights as citizens in this land 
of the free.

That is the view of Marjorie 
Taylor Greene, the nutcase whose 
recent election to represent a 
Georgia district in Congress will 
give crackers a bad name. Being 
on the same side as Greene in any 
argument should induce a feeling 
of unease. She blames California 
wildfires on a laser in space con-
trolled by Jewish bankers, so it 
must have been child’s play for 
her to conclude that the Bill of 
Rights gives Americans license to 
infect unoffending strangers with 
the deadly disease.

A distressing number of people 
seem to entertain that brutish 
concept of liberty, but it is not 
necessary to share it in order to 
chafe at the restrictions imposed 

in response to the pandemic. After 
a year of frustration and tedium, 
a desire to whoop it up is only 
natural, but that should not mean 
abandoning any consideration for 
others. A dead Mardi Gras season 
became inevitable when that hap-
pened.

The Vieux Carre Property Own-
ers, Resident and Associates 
group, having grown weary of 
the hordes that seemed to gather 
every weekend, used to complain 
that no “punitive measures” had 
been taken. 

But heavy-handed enforcement 
must be a last resort in liberal 
society, and City Hall stuck with 
gentle suasion until it became ob-
vious that the priority had become 
keeping the body count as low as 
possible.

It may be that Mardi Gras will 
be a superspreader regardless of 
City Hall’s mitigation efforts. As 
for masks, we’re supposed to wear 
them at Mardi Gras anyway, but 
the surgical kind just doesn’t seem 
to capture the usual spirit of the 
season.

Email James Gill at gill504nola@
gmail.com.

Making sure Mardi Gras isn’t a superspreader
OTHER VIEWS
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Joe Biden is off to the most 
left-wing start of any Democratic 
president in recent memory.

The dulcet tones of Biden’s in-
augural address already seem an 
artifact of a bygone era. Repub-
licans will hammer him for 
the rest of his presidency 
for failing to deliver on his 
unifying message, but the 
fact is that Biden is govern-
ing as he promised — further 
to the left of his own record, 
further to the left of Barack 
Obama, and further to the 
left of any Democrat who 
made his career prior to the 
ascendency of the cultural left.

It’s not new for Democrat presi-
dents to want to tax, spend and 
regulate, even if Biden seeks do 
more of all three than his immedi-
ate predecessors. 

Biden layers on top of this a 
cultural agenda that represents a 
new dimension of radicalism that 
would be alien and baffling to past 
Democrats, who may have wanted 
to extend the New Deal, but never 
sought to transcend the gender 
binary.

Biden has proved willing, too, to 

go it alone via rapid-fire, unilateral 
executive actions.

If Lyndon Johnson gave us the 
Great Society, he came to office 
seeking to fulfill the legacy of his 
martyred predecessor, which in-

cluded passing a tax cut. 
Once elected in his own 
right in 1964, Johnson 
embarked on a spate of 
federal activism that no 
subsequent Democrat 
has matched, although 
Johnson largely enacted 
his priorities the old-fash-
ioned way, by passing bills 
through Congress, and op-

erated in a much more culturally 
conservative country and party.

Jimmy Carter, who ran as a 
Southern moderate and stumbled 
out of the gate, doesn’t really rate.

Bill Clinton and Barack Obama 
were both ambitious, but also 
cared about the budget deficit and 
allowed it to restrain their agenda 
in a way that the Biden Democrats 
now totally reject.

If Clinton pushed the envelope 
on health care (ultimately getting 
nowhere), the signature economic 
initiative of his early administra-

tion was a deficit-reduction mea-
sure. Obama passed a blowout 
spending stimulus bill in his first 
months, although the imperative 
not to allow it to exceed about $800 
billion seems quaint in retrospect.

Biden is out of the box with a 
proposed $1.9 trillion relief bill 
that includes a $15-an-hour mini-
mum wage that not too long ago 
was the pipe dream of his party’s 
socialist wing, as well as a mas-
sive bailout of states and localities. 
Biden campaigned on a $4 trillion 
tax increase that one sympathetic 
observer has said would be “one 
of the largest wealth transfers in 
American history.” 

Meanwhile, he’s filling positions 
beneath the cabinet level with 
progressives with a mandate to in-
crease regulation across the board.

All of this is augmented by new 
progressive causes that were just 
beginning to get a foothold back in 
the Clinton and Obama years.

Biden’s obsession with fighting 
climate change speaks of an over-
whelming hostility to fossil fuels 
as such that is something new. He 
has proposed a sweeping enforce-
ment-never amnesty for more than 

10 million illegal immigrants that 
makes past failed “comprehensive 
immigration bills” look modest by 
comparison. And his culture-war 
executive orders extend not just to 
abortion, where other Democratic 
presidents have signed execu-
tive orders quickly as well, but to 
transgender causes.

There will also be a continual fo-
cus on what Biden’s chief-of-staff 
calls “a racial equity crisis,” which 
will be a warrant for new, more ag-
gressive identity politics.

The lesson is that the most im-
portant thing that any movement 
can do is influence the direction 
of a political party. If the center 
of gravity of a party moves, the 
entire establishment moves with 
it. So it is that Joe Biden, who has 
never been woke himself, is at-
tempting to deliver victories to 
the left wing of his party almost 
unimaginable eight or 12 years ago 
— and do it quickly.

Despite Biden’s moderate mood 
music, we can’t say we weren’t 
warned.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter,  
@RichLowry.

Biden off to the most left-wing start in history
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W hen a senior aide to Gov. John Bel 
Edwards was fired over sexual harass-
ment allegations, Attorney General 

Jeff Landry wasn’t shy about criticizing the 
governor.

The hard-charging Republican attorney gen-
eral, who seldom passes up a chance to pick a 
fight with the Democratic governor, promised 
he would take a hard-line stance, including fir-
ing employees, if something similar ever hap-
pened in his office.

Well, it looks like something similar has 
happened in Landry’s office. The head of his 
Criminal Division, Pat Magee, allegedly “en-
gaged in inappropriate verbal conversations” 
that included sexual slang and “unprofessional 
comments regarding the appearance of em-
ployees,” Landry’s office now admits.

Landry fashions himself as the state’s top 
lawman, but apparently his gumshoe instincts 
deserted him when there were sexual harass-
ment allegations right under his nose. 

But the attorney general has faced the crisis 
with his customary combativeness.

Not against Magee, the man who is accused 
of harassing civil servants in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office. Magee quietly returned to work 
last month.

Landry is going after Andrea Gallo, the 
reporter for The Advocate and The Times-Pic-
ayune who has been probing the whole sordid 
matter.

Gallo filed a public records request for the 
complaint against Magee and other documents 
related to the attorney general’s investigation 
of his allegedly misbehaving subordinate.

The attorney general denied her request in 
January, saying the matter was still being in-
vestigated. But when Gallo called the office and 
asked for Magee, she found he was at work.

Why was he back at his desk if the matter 
was still being investigated? The attorney gen-
eral then admitted that the probe had indeed 
been concluded and Magee had been docked 38 
days’ pay, or about $20,000.

But Landry’s office never released all of the 
records Gallo requested, and Friday he tried a 
novel legal approach to keep the details of the 
scandal secret — probably forever.

He filed suit against Gallo, asking a judge to 
issue a declaratory judgment denying her re-
quest and to seal the lawsuit itself.

Louisiana’s public records laws give all 
citizens, not just journalists, the right to seek 
documents from the governments their tax 
dollars support. Lots of people take advantage 
of the law: activists fighting pollution, bidders 
who feel they were cheated out of government 
contracts, victims of false prosecutions.

It’s not a violation to ask for public records. 
It’s a fundamental right found in Article 12, 
Section 3 of the Louisiana Constitution.

So we can’t sit by when an elected official 
uses taxpayer money to sue a private citizen 
for seeking records about a potentially embar-
rassing scandal in his office.

We will fight until the truth comes out.
That’s a promise to our readers, to all of Loui-

siana, and to Jeff Landry.

Landry suit 
won’t stop 
search for 
the truth
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We’ve been heartened by the support we received 
since Friday, when Attorney General Jeff Landry 
filed suit against our reporter, Andrea Gallo, for sub-
mitting a public records request to his office.

Gallo is seeking to get to the bottom of a sexual 
harassment case that has roiled Landry’s office. And 
based on his reaction, the case seems to have roiled 
Landry too.

Louisiana citizens have a right to see public records, 
and it’s written into the state Constitution.

Journalists file lots of public records requests, but 
so do average citizens who have a grievance with 
their elected officials.

But taxpayers who file requests deserve better than 
to be sued by the public officials that serve them.

Landry’s suit against Gallo concludes with a six-
item “prayer for relief.”

Chiefly, Landry asks the court to determine that 
Gallo is not entitled to see the original complaint filed 
in the matter against the head of the attorney gener-
al’s Criminal Division, Pat Magee. He also asks that 
the record be sealed.

The fifth of the six prayers is a request that the 
court “Cast the Defendant with all costs of these pro-
ceedings.”

In other words, Landry asks the court to make Gallo 
pay the legal costs of his lawsuit.

The suit is not just an attack on Gallo, it is a warning 
to any taxpayer who might challenge any elected of-
ficial.

After the suit was filed, people asked us what they 
could do to help, and to support open government.

Monday, our Publisher, Judi Terzotis, our Editor, Pe-
ter Kovacs, and the Chairman of Georges Media, Dan 
Shea, filed the same public records request as Gallo.

You can join in too by filing your own public records 
request with Jeff Landry and showing him that he 
needs to tell the taxpayers the truth about what hap-
pened in his office.

Here’s how: 
Go to this link, create an account and file a request: 

https://louisianaag.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/
(S(holhfgldwdaoksslvcih5vnh))/supporthome.aspx

Go to the homepage for the AG’s office https://www.
ag.state.la.us/ and click “public records” – on the far 
right side of the middle of the screen.

There is a dropdown box that asks you to choose the 
division from which you are requesting records. You 
can pick criminal (which is the division Magee heads) 
or executive, since he is a member of the executive 
staff.

You will also be asked to select a date range. You 
can ask for all documents since Jan. 1, 2020.

In the field which asks you to specify what records 
you seek, you can use the same language as Gallo’s 
request:

n Any and all complaints of sexual harassment re-
lated to Patrick Magee

n Any records showing how those complaints were 
handled, including any records of investigations, as 
well as any disciplinary memos, orders to seek coun-
seling, suspensions, resignations or terminations.

n Records of any settlements paid in connection 
with any such complaints.

Jeff Landry sued our reporter  
for seeking records.  

You should file your own request.

Editorial published online
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/article_147e2b9a-6a6e-11eb-a4bc-13960c0313c9.html

https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/article_147e2b9a-6a6e-11eb-a4bc-13960c0313c9.html
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A Baton Rouge judge will hear arguments today 
about whether a powerful elected official can use the 
might of the state against a single Louisiana taxpayer 
whose sole offense was to ask for a public record.

Jeff Landry, the attorney general, filed suit against 
Advocate reporter Andrea Gallo last month, after she 
requested records related to an embarrassing sexual 
harassment inquiry against a senior aide. He asked a 
judge to seal the documents.

Gallo’s offense is that on Dec. 14, she filed a public 
records request for the complaint against Pat Magee, 
head of the criminal division in the attorney general’s 
office.

She was taking advantage of a right that belongs to 
everyone in Louisiana, enshrined in Article 12, Sec-
tion 3 of the state constitution.

The attorney general denied Gallo’s request in Jan-
uary, saying the matter was still being probed. But 
when Gallo called the office and asked for Magee, she 
found that he was at work. Landry then admitted that 
the probe had indeed been concluded and Magee had 
been docked 38 days pay, or about $20,000.

Landry filed suit against Gallo last month and today 
he is asking 19th Judicial District Judge Tim Kelley 
to declare that he doesn’t have to turn over the initial 
complaint made against Magee and that Gallo should 
pay the court costs.

Gallo is represented by Scott Sternberg, who is the 
attorney for The Advocate and The Times-Picayune. 
She is asking Kelley to turn over the record, redact-
ing the name of the victim and any others who have a 
right to privacy in the matter.

She is also asking the judge to review a report by 
Vicki Crochet, the lawyer Landry hired to investigate 
Magee and turn over information that is not privi-
leged.

Finally, she is seeking attorney’s fees, costs and a 
penalty of $100 a day — dating back to the original 
date of the request, Dec. 14 — because the attorney 
general has acted in an arbitrary and capricious way 
in denying the records request and taking the ex-
traordinary step of suing.

When Gov. John Bel Edwards fired a key aide over 
sexual harassment allegations, Landry was quick to 
jump on his Democratic rival.

So it must have been humbling to find a harassment 
case festering right under his nose.

A better approach might have been to be candid 
with the public and admit the problem.

Covering up the scandal and suing a reporter is not 
the best way to win public confidence.

What is Jeff Landry trying to hide?
Perhaps we’re fixing to find out.

Landry’s attack  
on open government  

should be exposed in court
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A Baton Rouge judge will hear arguments 
today about whether a powerful elected 
official can use the might of the state 

against a single Louisiana taxpayer whose 
sole offense was to ask for a public record.

Jeff Landry, the attorney general, filed suit 
against Advocate reporter Andrea Gallo last 
month, after she requested records related to 
an embarrassing sexual harassment inquiry 
against a senior aide. He asked a judge to 
seal the documents.

Gallo’s offense is that on Dec. 14, she filed 
a public records request for the complaint 
against Pat Magee, head of the criminal divi-
sion in the attorney general’s office.

She was taking advantage of a right that 
belongs to everyone in Louisiana, enshrined 
in Article 12, Section 3 of the state constitu-
tion.

The attorney general denied Gallo’s re-
quest in January, saying the matter was still 
being probed. But when Gallo called the of-
fice and asked for Magee, she found that he 
was at work. Landry then admitted that the 
probe had indeed been concluded and Ma-
gee had been docked 38 days pay, or about 
$20,000.

Landry filed suit against Gallo last month 
and today he is asking 19th Judicial District 
Judge Tim Kelley to declare that he doesn’t 
have to turn over the initial complaint made 
against Magee and that Gallo should pay the 
court costs.

Gallo is represented by Scott Sternberg, 
who is the attorney for The Advocate and 
The Times-Picayune. She is asking Kelley to 
turn over the record, redacting the name of 
the victim and any others who have a right to 
privacy in the matter.

She is also asking the judge to review a 
report by Vicki Crochet, the lawyer Landry 
hired to investigate Magee and turn over in-
formation that is not privileged.

Finally, she is seeking attorney’s fees, costs 
and a penalty of $100 a day — dating back to 
the original date of the request, Dec. 14 — 
because the attorney general has acted in an 
arbitrary and capricious way in denying the 
records request and taking the extraordinary 
step of suing.

When Gov. John Bel Edwards fired a key 
aide over sexual harassment allegations, 
Landry was quick to jump on his Democratic 
rival.

So it must have been humbling to find a ha-
rassment case festering right under his nose.

A better approach might have been to be 
candid with the public and admit the prob-
lem.

Covering up the scandal and suing a re-
porter is not the best way to win public con-
fidence.

What is Jeff Landry trying to hide?
Perhaps we’re fixing to find out.

Landry’s attack 
on open 

government 
should be 
exposed  
in courts
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The COVID-19 pandemic 
has brought many difficul-
ties to Louisiana — sickness 
and death obviously, but 
also traumatic economic, 
social and psychological in-
juries. Rarely have 
we faced these dif-
ficulties all at one 
time.

It is vital that 
Louisiana respond 
with innovation 
and a determined 
sense of urgency. 
We cannot settle 
for a mere return 
to “pre-COVID nor-
mal.”

 The time is now for once-
in-a-generation change that 
improve Louisiana today 
and brighten its future. Our 
families, businesses and 
communities deserve no 
less.

RESET Louisiana’s Future 
is a targeted, nonpartisan 
effort led by The Commit-
tee of 100, the Council for 
A Better Louisiana, and the 
Public Affairs Research 
Council focused on four 
state policy issues: educa-
tion, state finance, criminal 
justice, and transportation 
infrastructure. RESET 
encourages the Louisiana 
Legislature and Governor 
Edwards to fully embrace 
the time is now for these 
five state policy improve-
ments during the upcoming 
legislative regular session:

 n Improve our state tax 
system. Individual and 
corporate rates should be 
lowered while eliminat-
ing the state deduction for 
federal taxes. The mark of 
good, fair tax design is low 
rates and relatively few 
deductions. Louisiana has 
the opposite — high rates 
and large deductions. This 
change would significantly 
improve the fairness and 
stability of Louisiana’s in-
come tax system.

 n Centralize and simplify 
sales tax collections and 
administration. Louisiana 
is one of the few states 
where local governments 
collect sales tax, a system 
that places businesses at a 
disadvantage with multiple 
audits, different rules, var-
ied rates across parishes, 
and a lack of uniformity. A 
more centralized system 
— involving and protecting 
local governments — would 
enhance business compli-
ance and fair collections. 
Louisiana’s current sales 
tax system is vulnerable 
to constitutional and court 
challenges.

 n Prioritize funding for 
early childhood education. 

The state should make 
funding for early education 
a budget priority and appro-
priate a meaningful level of 
revenue to expand access to 
quality early care and edu-

cation programs. This 
investment will allow 
Louisiana to continue 
to support low- to 
moderate-income 
workers by allowing 
them to place their 
children in high-quali-
ty child care settings, 
which will support 
the businesses where 
those workers are 
employed.

 n Ensure every student 
has access to opportunities 
to earn valuable postsec-
ondary credits while still 
in high school. More of 
our students than ever are 
earning college credits and 
credentials while still in 
high school, but those cre-
dentials often do not lead 
to a quality degree or job. 
Louisiana needs a value-
focused framework for all 
dual enrollment and other 
postsecondary opportuni-
ties to ensure high school 
students graduate with 
apprenticeships, associate 
degrees, college credits or 
high-demand credentials 
that lead to quality jobs.

 n Increase Louisiana’s 
annual investment in 
infrastructure, includ-
ing roads, bridges, and 
ports — enhancing public 
safety, relieving traffic 
congestion, and supporting 
commerce and economic 
competitiveness. Louisiana 
should make substantial 
investments to reduce the 
state’s $14.2 billion backlog 
of safety, maintenance and 
bridge work, and the $15 
billion of identified needs, 
including Priority A and 
B megaprojects. Our poor 
transportation infrastruc-
ture is a big liability. We 
should make it a major as-
set.

Last year, with the pan-
demic and abbreviated 
legislative sessions, Louisi-
ana’s new state Legislature 
had limited opportunities 
and still accomplished 
more than expected. This 
year they have a greater 
chance to demonstrate their 
commitments to making 
Louisiana a better place 
for family, community and 
commerce.

The time is now. Nothing 
changes when we wait.

Michael Olivier is president 
of Louisiana’s Committee of 
100 for Economic Develop-
ment.

Time for Legislature to step 
out for long-term solutions

READERS’ VIEWS

The recent censure of U.S. Sen. Bill 
Cassidy, R-Baton Rouge, should appall 
all Louisianans. Preserving the stability 
of our democracy is a bipartisan respon-
sibility. Punishing a senator for partici-
pating in congressional proceedings 
and subsequently voting in good faith 
embarrasses our state and country and 
makes mockery of the U.S. as a model 
of modern democracy.

If our representatives are excoriated 
for voting on an argument’s merits and 
are instead expected to govern as one 
voice, it is the people who are being pun-
ished and defrauded. The GOP purports 
to support smaller government and 
lower taxes. After demanding complete 
fealty to the party and to a single, private 
individual, it follows that the party must 
recommend the elimination of superflu-
ous positions that have become primarily 
ceremonial, including the bulk of the 
legislative branch. Why pay 100 senators 
to vote in party concert?

State Rep. Blake Miguez, R-Erath, is 
enforcing a policy whereby our elected 
representatives are compelled to com-
mit malfeasance. He and the state GOP 
are forbidding public officials from dili-
gently performing the duties for which 
they were elected via real, tangible and 
specific career threats.

When politicians vote exclusively in 
accord with their party, they squander 
their qualifications and abilities in an 
abuse of the public trust. In a well-func-
tioning two-party system, both sides are 
tasked with negotiating consensus solu-
tions to accomplish the greatest good. 
The existence of opposing views isn’t 
a challenge to our Constitution, it’s the 

reason for our Constitution.
As private citizens, we don’t have time 

or staff to dissect thousand-page bills. 
We aren’t all experts on the perspec-
tives of competing stakeholders. We 
aren’t privy to closed-door committee 
meetings and we don’t have to balance 
our self-interest against the welfare of 
entire constituencies. Few of us have 
such time or interest. We have our own 
responsibilities; our vote entrusts and 
empowers elected politicians to do 
theirs. There should be no politician we 
agree (or disagree) with every time.

Results of the recent impeachment 
vote imperil our government’s stability 
for generations to come, as does censur-
ing Cassidy for serving as an impartial 
juror. Presidents of any stripe now have 
a free pass to attack our government or 
really to commit crimes they choose — 
as long as their party holds the majority.

Additionally, by refusing to compro-
mise with Democrats on anything, Re-
publican politicians are forcing them to 
enact policy by brute force, unchecked 
and without the balance of conservative 
input. Everyone loses.

A few months before upending Ameri-
ca’s centuries-long tradition of peaceful 
transitions, President Donald Trump 
announced that he had instructed his 
representatives in Congress to stop 
negotiating with Democrats. Not one of 
those “representatives” objected to that 
characterization. If my senator repre-
sents the president, who represents me?

If Miguez has his way, no one.
TIERNA DRAGOMANI

bartender
New Orleans

Cassidy censure a mockery of democracy

ANOTHER VIEW

We received our first COVID-19 vac-
cine shots Saturday in a well-run opera-
tion at the Living Faith Christian Center 
on Winbourne Avenue in Baton Rouge.

We are grateful for the vaccination 
and even more grateful for the faith, 
corporate and governmental entities 
that cooperated to create a smooth, ef-
ficient and safe vaccination site.

Living Faith Christian Center has a 
large and well-appointed campus pro-
viding the space for parking, registra-
tion and vaccination.

The Louisiana National Guard and the 
East Baton Rouge Council on Aging did 
a great job efficiently moving hundreds 
of people through the process all while 
keeping us at a safe distance from one 
another. Albertson’s provided adminis-
trative support and their pharmacists 

gave us our shots. We were in and out 
in about 45 minutes. Our follow-up vac-
cination appointments were scheduled 
for us.

We know the work of other agencies 
like the Louisiana Department of Health 
contributed to this success.

We thank everyone involved and 
marvel at the efficient combined effort 
to combat this virus in the most direct 
way: a shot in the arm. Three days later, 
we can report no side effects other than 
brief, mild pain at the injection site.

Get your shots, neighbors. Working 
together, we can tame this virus.

CHRIS FRINK
director, state House Democratic Caucus

EMILY TAYLOR
veterinarian

Baton Rouge

Shot was easy with help from churches, agencies

Regarding Cal Thomas’ March 2 com-
mentary, “When was the last time you 
heard an audience chant ‘we love you’ to 
any Democratic president, or any other 
Republican?” He asked this question in 
response to the chants from Trump sup-
porters gathered at the CPAC conference.

These same “we-love-you” devotees 
happily posed for selfies with a golden, 
larger-than-life statue of the former 
president. (Ironically the statue was 

a product of Mexico — so much for 
“America first!”)

Instead of questioning the last re-
membrance of such worship, it seems 
questioning the first remembrance of 
worshipping a golden idol is more im-
portant. The Golden Calf from Exodus 
has been reinvented in 2021.

NELL NAQUIN
semi-retired clinical lab scientist

Baton Rouge

Seeing the fate of those who worship golden idols
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The stakes were high Thursday in the courtroom 
of Judge Tim Kelley of Baton Rouge, where the pow-
erful attorney general of Louisiana was trying to use 
the might of his office against a private citizen — for 
simply asking to see a public record.

Kelley rose to the occasion, throwing out a lawsuit 
by Jeff Landry against Andrea Gallo, a reporter for 
The Advocate and The Times-Picayune.

The courtroom showdown dates to Dec. 14, when Gal-
lo requested records of the attorney general’s investiga-
tion into complaints about a key aide, Pat Magee, head 
of his criminal division.

Magee was placed on leave on Dec. 14, the same day 
Gallo filed her request. He returned to work in Janu-
ary and was docked about $20,000 in pay.

The attorney general’s office released a summary 
of its findings in the case, but Gallo pressed on, re-
questing the initial complaint and other documents 
created during the investigation. She made clear that 
the attorney general could remove names of the com-
plainant and other witnesses, which is standard prac-
tice in media public records requests.

Landry responded in an unusual way, suing Gallo 
on Feb. 5 and asking a court to affirm his position 
that the initial complaint was not a public record. 
(Landry’s suit did not address Gallo’s other requests.)

The aggressiveness of his approach attracted the 
attention of The Washington Post and a critical state-
ment from the Reporters Committee for Freedom of 
the Press. The prestigious Public Affairs Research 

Council also weighed in on the dangers of having pri-
vate citizens defend lawsuits when they seek public 
records, calling Landry’s suit an “unfortunate exam-
ple that likely will encourage egregious behavior.”

Kelley handled that threat well Thursday in making 
Landry pay the legal fees for Gallo’s defense and or-
dering the initial complaint released, with appropri-
ate redactions.

But ultimately legislators need to act to protect pri-
vate citizens — everyone can request a public record, 
not just reporters — from the threat of being sued by 
powerful politicians seeking to avoid embarrassment.

State Rep. Ray Garafolo, R-Chalmette, introduced 
a bill to ban such lawsuits in 2018, but local officials 
objected.

In the end, the measure that passed allowed defen-
dants to recover their legal fees if they prevailed, as 
Gallo did Thursday.

But private citizens who request public records — 
about a zoning change allowing a bar in their neigh-
borhood, or an environmental permit in their parish 
— don’t have the resources to fight it out in court 
against their own government and its sprawling pha-
lanx of agency lawyers.

Some legislators watched Thursday’s hearing by 
Zoom, including Rep. Barry Ivey, R-Central. Their 
scrutiny and attention to this issue is welcome.

They need to act. One of their constituents could be 
next.

A judge refuses to allow  
Jeff Landry to use his powers  

against open government
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Every sport has its boundaries. Rules for playing the 
game may occasionally change, but the boundaries 
remain. In baseball, a ball hit outside the foul line is out 
of play. In football, a catch made outside the sidelines 
is ruled incomplete. All games must be played within 

boundaries. No one would think of eras-
ing them. If they did, how could they ever 
expect an orderly contest?

Boundaries are rapidly being erased in 
American culture. It seems everything 
has been sacrificed to opinion polls, cam-
paign contributions from certain advo-
cacy groups and editorial support from 
major newspapers.

House passage of a bill disingenuously 
dubbed the “Equality Act,” which, accord-

ing to the Human Rights Campaign, “would provide 
consistent and explicit anti-discrimination protections 
for LGBTQ people across key areas of life,” including 
employment, housing, credit, education, public spaces 
and services, federally funded programs, and jury 
service, targets what few boundaries remain about hu-
man behavior. Passage in the Senate is less certain as 
60 votes are required, but the fact the bill is a favorite 
among most Democrats should tell us something about 
that party and the cultural direction of the country.

Conservatives eschew liberalism in all its forms. 
Most, citing a deep-rooted connection to their Chris-
tian faith. Some of these conservatives believe that 
granting special rights for what they regard as chosen 
behavior means there will be no stopping claims from 
other groups demanding similar federal protections.

Polygamist groups, for example, demand their 
“rights.” Why not? Who is to say “no” and based on 
what? Just as liberal judges often make new laws from 
the bench, we are watering down, or eliminating, cul-
tural laws and mores at warp speed.

What are the consequences to a society that embraces 
an “anything goes” mentality? Who among us wants 
to publicly oppose anything for fear of being labeled a 
bigot? The standard for what is acceptable and what is 
not is now subjectively determined.

Polygamists groups began campaigning for the 
legalization of their relationships soon after the U.S. 
Supreme Court narrowly approved same-sex marriage 
in 2015 (the vote was 5-4). Who will say, “no, this is too 
far”? On what would such an assertion be based? The 
Constitution? The Bible? Not likely when both sources 
of law and faith-based teaching have been diluted to the 
point of being unrecognizable in much of modern and 
increasingly secular America. Both are now simply ig-
nored or considered open to individual interpretation.

In his classic book, “Mere Christianity,” C.S. Lewis, 
writes about moral claims people make on one another. 
He notes they often say you should or should not do 
such and such, or you ought to say, or not say certain 
things. In this, he says, they are appealing to a standard 
outside of themselves.

Here is how Lewis puts it: “Now what interests me 
about all of these remarks is that the man who makes 
them is not merely saying that the other man’s behav-
ior does not happen to please him. He is appealing to 
some kind of standard of behavior which he expects the 
other man to know about.”

Today’s “other man” may know about such standards, 
but he is likely afraid to speak of them lest he be ostra-
cized from what used to be called polite society.

So, please, tell me if you can: do any standards exist 
and if they do, based on what? If you believe they don’t, 
on what is this belief based?

Denying a standard is in itself a standard, is it not?

Email Cal Thomas at tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Our society’s 
standards crumble 

for ‘equality’

READERS’ VIEWS

Mickey Christensen is the latest in a 
series of letter writers who apparently 
don’t understand the concept of transi-
tioning away from oil and gas.

His letter says he is concerned about 
what happens “if oil and gas are shut 
down.” That has never, ever been sug-
gested by Joe Biden or anyone else.

What’s happening — what’s inevitable 
— is that the world is transitioning away 
from oil, coal and natural gas toward 
more sustainable and less polluting ener-
gy sources. But it’s a transition that will 
last for decades.

Nobody’s “ready to jettison” either oil 
or gas in spite of what his letter’s own 
headline suggests. And both oil and gas 
have dozens of other uses as for dozens 
of products like plastics and fertilizer.

In other words, the sky has not fallen. 
It’s not even seriously cracked.

Louisiana needs to take advantage of 
the transition to concentrate upon educa-
tion and seek out new sources of jobs and 
taxes. The future is not behind us.

RUSS WISE
investor
LaPlace

Transition from fossil fuels will 
take decades, so no need to panic

ANOTHER VIEW

My first vote was for Harry Truman. 
As a 94-year-old Democrat, I look at our 
political situation with eyes that saw 
some of the better years for our America. 
During the war years, the media helped 
win the war. Today, I think The New York 
Times would sellout to the enemy.

Now, most everyone seems to hate 
America and everybody in it. The Demo-
crats and Republicans put their party af-
filiation ahead of their country, and they 
do it with character assassination at any 
cost to the taxpayers — and along with 
them, the NFL players openly disrespect 
the flag.

There are 31 cemeteries in Europe, sev-
eral islands in the Pacific and many ships 
lying on the bottom with the remains of 
me who paid for our freedom. The NFL 
players run up and down the field and 
earn millions of dollars.

On my ship, USS Louisville, of 1,200 
crew we lost 52 men: 33 at Luzon and 19 
at Okinawa because of three kamikaze 
hits. At Okinawa, one of the victims 

was my relief-man on a 40-mm gun. His 
name was Ronald, 19; he had red hair and 
freckles from Oklahoma.

The next day, June 6, 1945, Frank from 
Bogalusa and I had the job of handling 
the hook for the aircraft crane; we loaded 
several bodies at a time, on a large pal-
let that lowered them over the side to a 
smaller vessel. 

As each body was placed on an open 
deck it was covered with an American 
flag — eventually, each flag was delivered 
to family back in the States. Many flags 
from both sides of the world were sent 
back home.

This is what it took to protect our Con-
stitution and give the NFL players the 
freedom to earn millions. Yet, they take a 
knee in disrespect of the flag.

Where would all the “haters” be if all 
those men would have refused to defend 
the Constitution?

RALPH R. HOPKINS
retired, publishing

Metairie

Petulant NFL players should remember sacrifices

Reading Will Sutton’s article on tipping 
brought up fond memories for me.

Fifty years ago, I was a paperboy in 
junior high in Opelousas. I sold papers 
in a business area so I collected for each 
paper, 10 cents: 6 cents for the paper and 
4 cents for me.

There was a little lady at Bordelon 
Motors who daily had a stack of three 
nickels for me, and Mr. Whip at Whip’s 
Shoe Repair would give me a quarter on 
Friday. 

Not a lot of money to them but a fortune 
to me!

I remember them fondly when I eat out 
and generously tip in their memory, es-
pecially on an inexpensive meal: 20% of a 
$15 burger is $3. Would $5 really hurt?

Think about how you can make some-
one happy for just a couple of bucks or 
so.

DONALD DOUCET
physician

New Roads

How much does it hurt to leave something extra?

CAL 
THOMAS

I can speak only to what’s going on at 
Villa Del Rey Elementary, where my 
third grader attends.

My daughter’s teachers jump through 
hoops to educate children in their charge. 
They arrive to work early, they stay late, 
they teach students face-to-face and vir-
tually. Sounds like they’re doing two jobs 
simultaneously, to me.

They take my phone calls after hours 
and have never complained. When I drop 
my daughter off at school every morn-

ing, I have full confidence that she will 
be in good hands — safe, sound and being 
taught and tutored by professionals look-
ing out for her best interest. What more 
could a parent want?

Gov. John Bel Edwards, state senators 
and legislators need to find the money to 
give these hard-working teachers a fair 
raise.

MICHAEL D. DAY
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local No. 198

Baton Rouge

Hard-working teachers deserve a fair raise
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T he stakes were high Thursday in the 
courtroom of Judge Tim Kelley of Baton 
Rouge, where the powerful attorney gen-

eral of Louisiana was trying to use the might 
of his office against a private citizen — for 
simply asking to see a public record.

Kelley rose to the occasion, throwing out a 
lawsuit by Jeff Landry against Andrea Gallo, 
a reporter for The Advocate and The Times-
Picayune.

The courtroom showdown dates to Dec. 14, 
when Gallo requested records of the attor-
ney general’s investigation into complaints 
about a key aide, Pat Magee, head of his 
criminal division.

Magee was placed on leave on Dec. 14, 
the same day Gallo filed her request. He re-
turned to work in January and was docked 
about $20,000 in pay.

The attorney general’s office released a 
summary of its findings in the case, but Gallo 
pressed on, requesting the initial complaint 
and other documents created during the 
investigation. She made clear that the at-
torney general could remove names of the 
complainant and other witnesses, which is 
standard practice in media public records 
requests.

Landry responded in an unusual way, suing 
Gallo on Feb. 5 and asking a court to affirm 
his position that the initial complaint was not 
a public record. (Landry’s suit did not ad-
dress Gallo’s other requests.)

The aggressiveness of his approach at-
tracted the attention of The Washington Post 
and a critical statement from the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of the Press. The 
prestigious Public Affairs Research Council 
also weighed in on the dangers of having pri-
vate citizens defend lawsuits when they seek 
public records, calling Landry’s suit an “un-
fortunate example that likely will encourage 
egregious behavior.”

Kelley handled that threat well Thursday 
in making Landry pay the legal fees for 
Gallo’s defense and ordering the initial com-
plaint released, with appropriate redactions.

But ultimately legislators need to act to 
protect private citizens — everyone can 
request a public record, not just reporters 
— from the threat of being sued by powerful 
politicians seeking to avoid embarrassment.

State Rep. Ray Garafolo, R-Chalmette, in-
troduced a bill to ban such lawsuits in 2018, 
but local officials objected.

In the end, the measure that passed al-
lowed defendants to recover their legal fees 
if they prevailed, as Gallo did Thursday.

But private citizens who request public 
records — about a zoning change allowing a 
bar in their neighborhood, or an environmen-
tal permit in their parish — don’t have the 
resources to fight it out in court against their 
own government and its sprawling phalanx 
of agency lawyers.

Some legislators watched Thursday’s hear-
ing by Zoom, including Rep. Barry Ivey, R-
Central. Their scrutiny and attention to this 
issue is welcome.

They need to act. One of their constituents 
could be next.

A judge refuses 
to allow Landry to 

use his powers 
against open 
government
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Now we know what Attorney General Jeff Landry 
was trying to hide when his office lied about a sexual 
harassment complaint against a key aide, and then 
sued the reporter trying to get hold of it.

The complaint was released Monday by state Dis-
trict Judge Tim Kelley of Baton Rouge, who ruled 
correctly Friday in throwing out Landry’s legal as-
sault against reporter Andrea Gallo of The Advocate 
and The Times-Picayune. Kelley also ordered Landry 
to pay Gallo’s legal fees.

The harassment complaint was made against Pat 
Magee, head of the criminal division in the attorney 
general’s office.

Gallo filed a public records request on Dec. 14, 
taking advantage of a right every Louisianan has un-
der the state constitution. The appropriate response 
would have been for Landry to release the requested 
records and omit the names of the complainant and 
any victims identified in the document.

Landry’s office lied about what was in the complaint, 
saying that redacting the names and other identifying 
details would result in so many erasures that the doc-
ument that would be meaningless.

He went to war against Gallo, filing suit against her 
and asking a judge to rule the complaint was secret, 
and make Gallo pay court costs.

Kelley was wise to all that, and he took it upon him-
self to make the appropriate redactions and turn the 
complaint over to Gallo. And he acted quickly.

The result was about three dozen small erasures 

from a complaint that stretches across four pages.
What Kelley left in the complaint explains why 

Landry fought so hard to keep it under wraps.
The complaint, filed Nov. 20, says that Magee want-

ed one woman attorney to be assigned to a trial be-
cause “male jurors would want to have sex with her.”

Another attorney, he said, was “not currently as 
pretty as she was in law school at age 20.”

The complainant also said Magee declined to pro-
mote a female attorney, and “he would later express 
concern to me privately that he would not be able to 
control himself sexually if she worked that closely 
with him.”

Landry’s office, in a statement, said it “concluded 
that his conduct did not rise to the level of sexual ha-
rassment.”

But the attorney general decided Magee must have 
done something wrong, because he was suspended 
for 38 days and docked $20,000 in pay.

Landry portrays himself as the state’s top lawman, 
and voters can decide for themselves what to make 
of the fact that all of this bad behavior occurred 
right under his nose, and of his conclusion that none 
of it amounts to sexual harassment.

For our part, we can promise that our quest to get to 
the bottom of the case isn’t over. Gallo has a pending 
request for documents that will show how the com-
plaint was investigated.

If Landry wants to sue her for filing that request, 
bring it on.

It was tell-the-truth  
Monday for Jeff Landry,  

and the picture isn’t pretty
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N ow we know what Attorney General 
Jeff Landry was trying to hide when his 
office lied about a sexual harassment 

complaint against a key aide, and then sued 
the reporter trying to get hold of it.

The complaint was released Monday by 
state District Judge Tim Kelley of Baton 
Rouge, who ruled correctly Friday in throw-
ing out Landry’s legal assault against report-
er Andrea Gallo of The Advocate and The 
Times-Picayune. Kelley also ordered Landry 
to pay Gallo’s legal fees.

The harassment complaint was made 
against Pat Magee, head of the criminal divi-
sion in the attorney general’s office.

Gallo filed a public records request on Dec. 
14, taking advantage of a right every Loui-
sianan has under the state constitution. The 
appropriate response would have been for 
Landry to release the requested records and 
omit the names of the complainant and any 
victims identified in the document.

Landry’s office lied about what was in the 
complaint, saying that redacting the names 
and other identifying details would result 
in so many erasures that the document that 
would be meaningless.

He went to war against Gallo, filing suit 
against her and asking a judge to rule the 
complaint was secret, and make Gallo pay 
court costs.

Kelley was wise to all that, and he took it 
upon himself to make the appropriate redac-
tions and turn the complaint over to Gallo. 
And he acted quickly.

The result was about three dozen small era-
sures from a complaint that stretches across 
four pages.

What Kelley left in the complaint explains 
why Landry fought so hard to keep it under 
wraps.

The complaint, filed Nov. 20, says that 
Magee wanted one woman attorney to be as-
signed to a trial because “male jurors would 
want to have sex with her.”

Another attorney, he said, was “not cur-
rently as pretty as she was in law school at 
age 20.”

The complainant also said Magee declined 
to promote a female attorney, and “he would 
later express concern to me privately that he 
would not be able to control himself sexually 
if she worked that closely with him.”

Landry’s office, in a statement, said it “con-
cluded that his conduct did not rise to the 
level of sexual harassment.”

But the attorney general decided Magee 
must have done something wrong, because 
he was suspended for 38 days and docked 
$20,000 in pay.

Landry portrays himself as the state’s top 
lawman, and voters can decide for them-
selves what to make of the fact that all of this 
bad behavior occurred right under his nose, 
and of his conclusion that none of it amounts 
to sexual harassment.

For our part, we can promise that our quest 
to get to the bottom of the case isn’t over. 
Gallo has a pending request for documents 
that will show how the complaint was inves-
tigated.

If Landry wants to sue her for filing that 
request, bring it on.

It was tell-the-truth 
Monday for Jeff 
Landry, and the 

picture isn’t pretty

OUR VIEWS

A crisis is a terrible thing 
to create.

This, nonetheless, is what 
President Joe Biden has done 
at the southern border.

His rhetoric during the 
campaign suggesting an 
openhanded approach to mi-
grants coming to the 
U.S., and his early 
moves to undo Don-
ald Trump’s border 
policies are creating 
a migrant surge that 
risks running out of 
control.

Secretary of 
Homeland Security 
Alejandro Mayor-
kas says the situation isn’t a 
crisis, but “a challenge” — an 
“acute” and “stressful” chal-
lenge with some “urgency,” 
but merely a challenge all the 
same.

Consider the contours 
of this so-called challenge. 
Twice as many people, about 
80,000, tried to cross the 
border illegally in January of 
this year as compared with 
January a year ago.

Even though it isn’t peak 
traveling season yet (that 
traditionally comes in May 
and June), U.S. Border Patrol 
has already begun releasing 
migrants into towns on the 
border.

Axios reported on a brief-
ing prepared for Biden that 
warned that the number of 
migrants kids is on pace to 
set a record, and there aren’t 
nearly enough beds to ac-
commodate them.

Biden officials tend to dis-
cuss the “push factors,” the 
conditions that prompt mi-
grants to flee their countries 
in Central America. What we 
have much more direct con-
trol over is the “pull factors,” 
our own policies and prac-
tices that create an incentive 
to come here.

Trump had a number of 
false starts at the border. By 
the end, though, he had cre-
ated an entirely reasonable 
system based on his lawful 
authority to impose order the 
border.

There is no good reason to 
rip up much of this arrange-
ment, though that’s exactly 
what Biden has done.

During the pandemic, 
Trump turned around people 
who illegally crossed borders 
on public health grounds. 
Biden has created an excep-
tion for unaccompanied 
minors, which is an obvious 

incentive for families to send 
children under age 18.

Under Trump, the “Mi-
grant Protection Protocols,” 
also known as “Remain in 
Mexico,” ended the practice 
of letting Central American 
migrants into the U.S. while 

their asylum claims 
were adjudicated.

This was crucial 
because under the old 
procedure, asylum-
seekers were allowed 
into the U.S., and even 
if their claims were 
ultimately rejected, 
as the vast major-
ity of them were, the 

migrants overwhelmingly 
ended up staying anyway.

Biden has trashed the Mi-
grant Protection Protocols. 
No new asylum-seekers will 
be enrolled in the program, 
and the backlog of people 
who had been waiting in 
Mexico are being admitted 
into the U.S.

He’s also suspended the 
so-called “safe third coun-
try” agreements that Trump 
forged with El Salvador, Gua-
temala and Honduras to get 
asylum-seekers to apply in 
one of those countries.

The premise of the Trump 
approach was that people 
who feared for their lives in 
their home country because 
of persecution don’t neces-
sarily need to come to the 
United States to escape. It 
should be enough for them to 
go to another country in the 
region, or if they are indeed 
applying for asylum in the 
U.S., to stay in Mexico while 
doing so.

Allowing them into the 
country, with no reliable 
internal enforcement mecha-
nism, constitutes an end run 
around our immigration 
system. Because migrants, 
like anyone else, respond 
to incentives, the more who 
are allowed in, the more will 
come. And, since resources 
aren’t infinite, if enough fam-
ilies show up at the border, 
it inevitably overtaxes our 
personnel and facilities.

Trump got a handle on the 
border, which in 2014 and 
again in 2019 had descended 
into chaos. Call it what you 
will, a crisis or a challenge or 
something else, but Biden is 
on a path to heedlessly repeat 
this experience.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter,  
@RichLowry.

Biden must not 
make the border 

crisis worse

READERS’ VIEWS

I am disgusted hearing about spine-
less, sycophantic politicians more in-
clined to follow the path of expediency 
than to take a principled stand.

Why should it be considered a crime 
or an act of wrongdoing to vote one’s 
conscience and to vote for what one be-
lieves to be morally right? Sen. Bill Cas-
sidy acted conscionably when he voted 
for Trump’s impeachment. And yet his 
Louisiana colleagues censored him for 
doing so, which said more about their 
cowardice than it did about Cassidy’s 
bravery.

I am neither friend nor foe of Cassidy 
and I don’t care for his conservative 
orthodoxy, but his vote is commendable 
and should serve as an example for oth-
er politicians to follow — to vote one’s 
conscience and assert moral indepen-
dence. Why didn’t the Louisiana Repub-
lican Party censure Klansman David 
Duke when he ran against former Gov. 
Edwin Edwards in 1991? If any Repub-
lican deserved censure for his actions, 
it was Duke. I guess a man whose past 
involved spewing forth racial hatred, 
vile anti-Semitic and White supremacist 

vitriol wasn’t abhorrent enough to war-
rant censure.

The Louisiana Republican Party needs 
a spine. Presently, they seem to be de-
void of courage and are too enamored 
of Trump to stand up to him. They are 
fearful of political retribution if they 
denounce Trump’s behavior.

For a lesson in standing up for some-
thing larger than themselves, the party 
should read President Kennedy’s ghost-
written “Profiles in Courage.” The party 
will learn that Cassidy’s courage was 
not unprecedented and that there were 
senators who courageously stood for 
principle, risking their careers and plac-
ing love of country and the Constitution 
above political party.

We need more politicians to assert 
their moral independence, instead of 
always toeing their party’s ideological 
lines. When a future “Profiles” biogra-
phy is written, Cassidy’s name will be 
mentioned. Sadly, I can’t say the same 
for his Republican colleagues.

HUEY HARRISON
artist

New Orleans

Next ‘Profiles’ will include Cassidy, 
but not his Republican mates

ANOTHER VIEW

Judging our past through the lens of 
today is arrogant, egotistical and totally 
judgmental.

Who has ordained those who are 
passing judgment on others who lived 
before? It is impossible to come up with 
sanitized and politically correct names 
that wouldn’t upset someone if they 
choose to focus and fester on them.

Ten flags have flown over Louisiana; 
some say pirates founded us. Good and 
bad people have called this home.

New Orleans is considered one of the 
most interesting, diverse, creative cities 
in America. Our greatest assets are: cul-
ture, food, music, architecture and the 
great and wonderful mix of people. Visi-
tors travel here from all over the world 
to see and learn about our history — not 
the rewritten history of today. Under 
these flags we have welcomed all; the 
gifts they presented and have given are 
what make us unique.

Councilperson Jay Banks said, “No 
one can rewrite history, but this city has 
the authority and the ability and respect 

to the people who we deem are neces-
sary.” When Banks and the other coun-
cilmembers are termed out of office, can 
a majority of the next council change 
the names of streets, schools and public 
buildings to fit the ethnic, gender and re-
ligious majority? Very short-sighted and, 
yes, he is rewriting history.

Today this committee is trying to 
dumb it down, hide or sweep our his-
tory away by pretending that over 300 
years our forefathers didn’t do anything 
wrong. Every turned corner, venturing 
into any neighborhood, there are cul-
tural offerings for our visitors that can’t 
be found anywhere else. It is a window 
into one of the vibrant, contradictory 
and fascinating cities. Enhance it, build 
on it but don’t “Disney” it.

“Of this I am quite sure: That if you 
open a quarrel between the past and the 
present, we shall find we have lost the 
future.” — Winston Churchill.

DAVID G. SPIELMAN
photographer
New Orleans

Don’t sanitize N.O. history, or rewrite it

I read with interest and sad agreement 
your opinion piece on LSU and the univer-
sity’s struggle to define itself through aca-
demics and not the success of its sports 
teams.

Unfortunately, the struggle is made 
more pronounced by a repeated failure of 
state leadership to fund our flagship at a 
level that even meets the average of our 
peers in the Southeastern Conference, 
much less come close to the likes of other 
public institutions that we stand toe-to-

toe with athletically but aren’t even in 
the same conversation academically (see 
Clemson, Ohio State, Michigan).

Until Louisiana’s elected officials rate 
elite higher education in the same lofty 
atmosphere as elite college athletics, 
LSU’s academic fortunes will always play 
second fiddle to the athletic programs for 
which we all love to cheer.

JEREMY BALDRIDGE
chemical engineer

Sulphur

LSU academics will always be lower-tier
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